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ICTs and Energy Efficiency

¼Commission CommunicationMay 2008ðpoints to ICTs and 
ICT-based innovations as one of the potentially most cost -
effective means to achieve 2020 targets 

¼Commission CommunicationMarch 2009ðsets out a policy 
to exploit the enabling capacity of ICTs in contributing to 
energy efficiency

¼Commission Recommendationbefore end 2009 ðidentifies 
specific actions for stakeholders to exploit ICTs to effect 
change

Public consultation closes June 14!!
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what can ICTs contribute? 

½ ICTs can bring about direct efficiency gains

¼measuring, monitoring, intelligent management and control, 
etc

½ ICTs can drive behavioural change

¼ identify how much energy is used and where

¼provide reliable data to governments, industries, citizens 
about energy consumption / carbon emissions

¼enable comparative analyses: identification of common  
inefficiencies, best practices and opportunities

key to delivering the fundamental yet urgent changes required in 
local and regional communities 
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the Challenges ðfor ICT

½ What about the footprint of ICT itself?

½ How do we quantify energy efficiency gains/ energy performance?

½ How do we deal with system -level issues? supply chain issues?

½ Where do we start? 

½ Why do anything at all? 
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towards an "ICT Industry Roadmap for Incorporating 

Energy and Carbon Accounting in their Operations"

½ Today carbon and energy accounting in the ICT sector are 
based on different measurement methodologies, estimates 
and assumptions

Consequences are:

- lack of reliable data

- targets set by individual organisations by cannot be compared

- best practices and best opportunities are not transferrable 
across the industry

- 'green' claims by the industry are spurious

Until such time as we have reliable data, we are all flying blind!


